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FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


INFLUENCE OF PREJUDICE. 


A liability to err is the misfortune of human 
nature. A benevolent Gop, in creating man 
endowed him with faculties capable of pro- 
greflive and indefinite improvement. His 
mind is originally deftitute of knowledge ; it 
being wifely left with him, as a ftrong induce- 
ment to induttry, to cultivate and enlighten the 
underftanding from the various objects, with 
which he is {urrounded.—His reafon is fuffi- 
cient to difcover the various relations between 
different objects and beings, and to direct him 
in his conduét, in the moft important, and in- 
tere(ting concerns. 

Such are the capacities of mankind. Change 
the fcene, and view them as they are ; their 
underitandings uncultivated ; their reafon per- 
verted; blinded by fuperflition ; and governed 
by prejudice. 

Leaving other fources of error, we will 
contider prejudice, and its influence on man- 
kind in relation’to their improvement in the 
arts, fciences, and learning in general.— While 
philofophy was yet in her infancy, the minds of 
men were filled with wrong notions, by the 
deceptions of the fenfes, the delufions of the 
imagination, and a falfe appearance of rela- 
tions among the materials of reafoning. Thefe 
prejudices, gratifying to the pride of human 
nature, imbibed in youth, and confirmed by 
habit, required more force of genius, and in- 
dultry of refearch, to be eradicated, than was 
pofleffed by the moft enlightened. Then 
arofe pretended philofophers, not ftimulated 
by a defire of difcovering the truth, but withing 
for the honor of founding new fyftems of phi- 
lofophy ; fome by {pecious arguments, others 
by addreffing the paflions of the ignorant, ob- 
tained followers, and palmed their doérines on 
the world. For ages ancient, and modern, 
men chofe their leaders, and without examina- 
tion received their abfurd tenets with implicit 
credulity. ‘Thefe prejudices formed a barrier, 
infuperable to the progrefs of reafon, till Ba- 
con, whofe memory will be regarded as fac- 
red by the friend of fcience, and humanity, ap- 
peared to illuminate a world long inveloped tn 
the clouds ofignorance. By arguing from ef- 
fe&s to caufes, from particulars to zener als, he 
was able to evince the fallacy of the Ariftotel- 
ian reafoning ; and by laying down rules for 
philofophizing, he broke the chains of preju- 
dice, which had for ages fettered genius, and 
oppofed the advancement of fcience. He took 
a courfe, in which he has been followed, by 
men eminent for talents, who have embraced 
the caufe of humanity, by carrying the arts, 
and fciences to a furprifing degree of perfec. 
tion. 

But let us not fuppofe,even in this enlightened 
age, when philofophy, both moral and phyfical, 
is improved by experiment and obfervation, 
that men are entirely diveited of prejudice.— 








How often do we fee them, without confider- 
ing, that fo long, as imperfeétion is ftamped on 
the human charaé¢ter, truth will be mingled 
with error; how often do we fee them, inftead 
of examining principles by reafon, and expe- 
rience, pay fuperftitious reverence to the au- 
thority of their favorite parttizans, and fuffer 
their minds to be debafed by embracing ab- 
furdities, and contradictions, as important 
truths. 

From the love of our country, a virtue cele- 
brated by poets and orators, revered by fiatef- 
men and politicians, arifes a prejudice injurious 
to the advancement of fcience. While we re- 
ceive the difcoveries, and reafonings of diltin- 
guifhed characters of our own country as di- 
vine oracles, we regard the more able produc- 
tions of other nations as puerile, ot fophiltical. 

The impofitions of defigning; and enthufiaf- 
tic priefts have been a fruitful fource of igno- 
rance and ertor to mankind. Contrary to the 
mild doétrines of the Gofpel, which are ad- 
dreffed to the underitanding, and invite to ex- 
amination, they have ufed the thunders of the 
Vatican, with all the threads, and tortures 
which ambition and intereft could devile to 
blind the people and to propagate their relig- 
ious opinions. 

To enumerate the principles to which man- 
kind are fubjeét, would afford matter for vol- 
umes. But in divefting ourfelves of them, let 
us not like modern fceptical writers, who, af- 
fecting freedom of thoughts, and independence 
of fpirit, confound reafon, and lay afide com- 
mon fenie. 5S. M. 


FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


HISTORY. 
THE ftudy of hiftory isa moft valuable 


fchool for the heart. Here we view human 
nature in all its varied and multiform fhapes ; 
the brave and the cowardly, the virtuous and 
the vicious, the man of merit and the man of 
fame, each in his turn pourirayed in the bright- 
eft and blackett hues. Through this medium 
we are enabled to benefit by the experience ot 
ages, without the hazard of a campaign, the 
cares of a diadem, or the intrigues of a court. 
All the paflions, which agitate the bofom of 
man, with their concomitant virtues and vices, 
are diicloied to the eye of the enquirer, {tripped 
of the cobweb texture by which they were par- 
tially enveloped, till touched with the talifman 
of truth, by the hand of the hiftorian. The 
courage and generous heroifm of Leonidas and 
Epaminondas, contrafted with the bafe cow- 
ardice and luxurious effeminacy of Sardanapo- 
lus, fill the mind at once with veneration and 
difguft. At the achievements of the former, 
the glow of admiration tinges the check with 
a deeper crimfon, while the heart pays a volun- 
tary homage to their virtues. Again, when 
we read of the horrid cruelties and fhocking 
impieties of Nero and Caligula, do we not al- 
moft difclaim humanity, till the recollection of 


an Ariilides and Phocion, diflipates our rifing | 





mifanthropy, and reconciles us again to human 
nature ? 

Hiltory affures us, that man, in a ftate of na- 
ture, is the fame in all ages and nations. A 
flave to his paffions and appetites, eagerly fol- 
lowing the dictates of inclination, carelefs to 
day and thoughtlefs of the morrow, favage in 
his withes and purfuits, unacquainted with the 
true and only God, and unapprehenfive for the 
future ; till ee and her handmaid civili- 
zation, brieging hufbandry, architeéture and the 
arts and {ciences,appear. ‘Then the favage lot- 
es his ferocity, and we behold the man. The 
ftatefman, the warrior and the politician, now 
enter the lifts of fame. The hufbandman tilling 
the glebe and the thepherd tending his tiock, 
“are feen where late was barrennefs and 
walte.” The face of nature is changed, but 
feuds and civil difcord remain, as proofs that 
the feeds of fin are indelibly fixed in the heart 
of man. ANTOINETTE, 
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From the Lirerarr Worxsuor.—WNo. 2. 


Booxworm’s name conveys a juft idea of 
his character. He is an unfeigned friend of 
the Mufes. In youth he was remarkable for 
quicknefs of thought, profound penetration, 
and a fondnefs to feclude himfelf from the 
pomp and tumult of the bufy world. His 
amiable deportment, and unceafing endeavors 
for intellectual attainments, while at the uni- 
verfity, procured him the efteem and affection 
of all his tellow labourers in the * Temple of 
Science.’ Six years have pafled fince he re- 
ceived his firft degree of collegiate honour. 
During this period, his whole attention has 
been directed to claffical and polite literature. 

Cloiilered up in a feanty, retired apartmert, 
he has toiled affiduonfly to acquire the *‘ mo- 
dum tcibendi eleganter,’ and has familiarized 
to himfelf the molt celebrated volumes of an- 
tiquity, thofe imperifhable monuments of geni- 
us and tafte. He is charmed with the furviv- 
ing {pecimens of Grecian and Roman eloca- 
tion. In perufing the elegant, but widely dit- 
limilar, orations of Cicero and Demofthenes, h's 
whole foul is engroffed, his imagination takes 
fire from the page he reads, and he feems like 
one, fometimes liftening to the mufical mur- 
murs of the rivulet, and fometimes aftonifhed, 
by the loud thunders of the tumbling torrent. 
He reads, with, facility the writings of Homer, 
Zenophon, Plato and Longinus. Horace, 
Virgil, Livy and Julius Cefar have long beeu 
his conftant companions, and he is now daily 
drawirs mental nutriment from the immortal 
bards of Volterra and Aquinum. . 

Thongh his attention has been ehiefly given 
to the werks of the Ancients, he is not wholly 
unacquainted with the productions of modern 
times. ‘The Britith Claffics, and the moft valu- 
able papers, which have appeared in the pesi- 
odical publications of our own country, have 
not been neglected. Among thefe, he has read 
the * American Spectator,’ ‘Common Senie in 
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Difhabille, the ‘ Lay Preacher,’ feveral effays 
in the ¢ Literary Mifcellany,’ the ‘ Companion,’ 
the * Monthly Anthology,’ and with peculiar 
intereft, the elegant and initructive numbers of 
the ‘American Lounger.’ With fuch acquire- 
ments, and with habits formed by inceflant ap- 
plication to bufinefs, Bookworm has lately 
taken his {tation in the Workshop, where all his 
future exertions will be devoted to the benefit 
of his literary cufomers. 


Empiricus was once famous for manufacture 
ing life-preferving and life-reftoring medicines. 
A large room was crowded with his eflences, 
tinctures, ointments, powders, &c. &c. and he 
obtained from government no lefs than ¢hirty 
two patents for his numerous noftrums, com- 
pofed of frogs’ claws, porcupines’ tails, goofe 
ears, bumble-bees’ bladders, and other very 
important materials. It was affirmed, by fome, 
that the molt valuable qualities of thefe mate- 
rials have been concealed from th¢ creation of 
the world to this enlightened age, only that the 
great Empiricus might have the honor of their 
difcovery. 

He not only srepared medicines, but was a 
celebrated practitioner. No phyfician had the 
appearance of more extenfive bufinefs. He was 
fven riding with the greatelt fpeed, on all pub- 
lic eccafions, and, particularly, on Sundays, 
(a cuftom cémmon to all the quack brother- 
hood) as people were repaiiing to, or return- 
ing from, the public worthip of the day. is 
affability and great condetcenfion rendered him 
the admiration of the lower clafles in commu- 
nity. They imagined he was wonderfully fkil- 
ful, and the wu/gar ufed, as he paifed, to baw] 

» out * Dbere goes that deuced great dofor’ ; while 
the darned vulgar, to {how their erudition, gen- 
erally called him the L/cuclopius of his country. 

It was his practice to manifeit the deepeit 
concern on entering the rooms of the fick. 
Take an inftance. 


“¢ Accipe nunc Danauim infideas, et crimine ab uno 
Difce cmnes.” 

He was called to vifit a woman troubled with 
the hyfterics. At feeing her, he exclaimed, 
* Good heavens ! mam, you are but jult alive. 
It’s lucky, mam, you fent for me to-day, for 
you’d been dead before tomorrow. Why, 
mam, you are really yery fick—but I believe I 
can cure you.’ ‘Qh dear, dodtor, faid the 
{hort-breathed lady, ‘1 find I am almott gone ; 
have you any thing, doctor, that can * inatch 
me from the jaws of death?” “ O yes,’ re. 
turned Empiricus, ‘ I have a thoufand medi- 
corums that will doit. But here is a little of 
the tinéturo catnipoti, which you mutt fwallow, 
fimultaneoufly, once a hora, or hour—lIt will 
canfe a fermentaculum on the extremitates of 
your pedeftral parts, and in a few diems, or 
days, tranfmutable you into a new creature.’ 
He then dealt out feveral large dofes from his 
faddle-bags, and, by laboring hard a few hours, 
changed the lady’s hyfterics into a fever, and 
made a profitable patient of her for three 
months. At length, fearing he fhould deftroy 
the woman, he withheld mott of his medicines, 
and fhe foon, recovered, Her reftoration to 
health was all afcribed to the door. He had 
wrought almoft a miracle. His praifes filled 
the mouths of the whole neighborhood. The 
honelt hufband thanked the doéor for the cure 
he had effected, payed him cheerfully, and with 
gratitude towards him, : 


“His heart fo beat and thwack’d it, 
As burft the buttons off his jacket.” 


many and growing rich, till about half a year 
ago, when, by a {mall miltake, inftead of an 
emetic, he adminiftered a chafingdith and a 
heater. The judicious patient, finding fome 
difficulty in digetting, tock a cathartic, and 
{oon difcovered the error. He, immediately, 
entered an action againft Empiricus, and, gain- 
ing his caufe, itripped him of all his wealth 
and fame. Poverty cpened his eyes, and dif- 
clofed to his view the bafenefs of his former 
condu&. He has been feveral months engag- 
ed ina regular courie of medical ftudies, and, 
to make fome atonement for the evils he\has 
done, intends to proclaim open war with the 
whole § ignobile pecus’ of quack dodors. 
Ballad-maker occupies the poetical part of 
the Work{hop, and is completely qualified for 
his bufinefs. Love-ficknels is faid to be an 
indifpenfible requifite fora poet. Ballad-mak- 
er is twenty eight years old, and has been vio- 
lently in love fixteen times. His heart is ftuck 
full with fhafts from the quiver of the § little 
god.’ Having been in all ftages of the ‘ten- 
der paflion,’ and knowing what remedy to apply 
in every poflible cafe, his labours will undoubt- 
edly contribute much to the fatisfaction of all 
the fainting lafles and impatient fwains, who 
may be pleafed to traflic at the Literary Work- 


Shop. 
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STUDY NOT SUPERFICIALLY. 


fiudy, is employing time to Iutle purpofe.— 
A man’s knowledge does not confift in the 
number of pages he has read, but in the ideas, 
which he retains in his memory. 
a writer depeads not on the volumes he has 
written, but on the information, which he com- 
municates. This, however, is not affented to 
by all. Many tuppofe, if they can turn overa 
hundred folio pages upon metaphyfics in a day, 
or read aftroncmy as expeditiouily as a ro 
mance, they mult be confidered fcholars of the 
greate(t abilities, and thall eventually thine like 


literature. They expec to be treated with 
great deference, and are altonifhed, that men 
do not apply to them for inftrudtion, and iub- 
mit the decifion of doubtful queftions to their 
fuperior underitanding. Entertaining too ex- 
alted an opinion of their knowledge, and not 
receiving that refpeét, which they imagine their 
juit due, they become morofe and cenfure man- 
kind for their want of tafte, and neglect of lite- 
rary merit. It, would be well for fuch perfons 
to examine whether fcience has fo far elevated 
them above other men, or whether their own 
imaginations have overrated their acquire- 
ments. It is certain, they have run over many 
books, and have confufed ideas of many fub- 
jects ; but this will not make them eafy to 
give inftruction, or enable them to make a right 
decifioa in matters of importance. But he, 
who reads little, and is careful to underftand 
it, has an anlwer to every queflion, which 
comes within the circle of his knowledge. Far- 
ther than this, he makes no pretenfions. 

The writer, who demands applaufe for the 
number of his books, or the length of his differ- 
tations, muft meet with difappointment.—A 
man’s writing long upon a fubjeét, does not 
determine that he clearly comprehends it ; on 





the contrary, many people are apt to fay the 
moft on thofe things, of which they know little 


In this way he went on, curing fome, killing | 


TO read without attention, or write withont | 


The fame ot 


{tars of the firit magnitude in the firmament of 


or nothing. He, who has clear and ditin@ 
ideas, can communicate them without a volume 
ot preliminaries ; but he, who has a confufed 


notion of a fubject, may write, or talk forever, 


' without knowing when to conclude his dif. 
| courfe. 
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From The Stranger in France. 
COLLEGE OF THE DEAF AND Dumb. 


I HAD long anticipated the delight which 
[ expected to derive from the interefting pub- 
lic lecture of the abbe Sicard, and the examina- 
tion of his pupils, ‘This amiabie and enlight- 
ened man prefides over an inftitution which 
endears his name to humanity, and confers un. 
fading honor upon the nation which cherifhes 
it by its protection and munificence. My read- 
er will immediately conclude that 1 allude to 
the College of the Deaf and Dumb. By the 
genius and perfeverance of the late abbe 
Charles Michael de l’Epee, and his prefent 
amiable fucceffor, a race of fellow beings, de- 
nied by a privation of hearing, of the powers 
of utterance, infulated in the midft of multi- 
tudes bearing their own image, and cut off 
irom the participation, within fight, of all the 
l endear ing intercourfes of focial lite, are reftored, 
as it were, to the bleflings of complete exiftence. 
The glorious labors of thefe philanthropifts, in 
no very diitant ages, would have conferred upon 
them, the reputation and honors of being inveft- 
ed with fuperhuman influence. By making 
thofe faculties which are bettowed, auxiliary 
to thofe which are denied, the deaf are taught 
to hear, and the dumb to fpeak. A filent rep- 
refentative language, in which the eye officiates 
for the ear, and communicates the charms of 
{cience, and the delights of common intercourfe 
to the mind, with the velocity, facility, and 
certainty of found, has been prefented to thefe 
imperfect children of nature. ‘The plan of the 
abbe, I believe is before the world. It cannot 
be expected, in a fugitive fketch like the pref- 
ent to attempt an elaborate detailofit. Some 
little idea of its rudiments, may perhaps, be 
himparted, by aplain defeription, of what pafled 
on the examination day, when I had the happi- 
ne{s of being prefent. 

On the morning of the exhibition, the ftreets 
leading to the College were lined with carriag- 
es, for humanity has here made a convert of 
fafhion, and direéted her wavering mind to ob- 
jects from which fhe cannot retire, without am- 
ple and confoling gratification. Upon the 
lawn, in front of the College, were groups of 
the pupils, enjoying thofe {ports and exercifes 
which are followed by other children, to whom 
| Providence has been more bountiful. Some 
of their recreations required calculation, and f 
obferved that their intercourfe with each other 
appeared to be eafy, fwift, and intelligible. — 
They made fome convulfive movements, with 
their mouths, in the courfe of their communica- 
tion, which, at firft, had rather an unpleafant 
effe@. In the cloilter I addrefled myielf to a 
genteel looking youth, who did not appear to 
belong to the College, and requefted him to 
{how me the way to the theatre, in which the 
lecture was to be delivered. I found he took no 
notice ofme. One of the afliftants of the abbe, 
who was ftanding near me, informed me, he 
was deaf and dumb, and made two or three 
figns, too {wift for me to difcriminate; the filent 








youth bowed, took me by the hand, led me into 














the theatre, and, with the greatef politenefs, 
procured me an excellent feat. lhe room was 
very crowded, and in the courte of a quarter of 
an hour after I had entered, every avenue 
leading to it was completely filled with genteel 
company. ‘lhe benches of the auditors of the 
leGture, difplayed great beauty and fathion ; a 
Rage or tribune, appeared in front, behind was 
a large inclined ilate, in a frame, about eight 
feet high, by fixlong. On each fide of the 
ftare the {cholars were placed, and behind the 
{pectators was a fine bult of the founder of the 
in{titution, the admirable de Il’ Epee. 

The abbe Sicard mounted the tribune, and 
delivered his lecture with very pleating addrefs, 
in the courfe of which he frequently excited 
great applaufe. ‘The fubject of it was an anal- 
yiis ot the lang uage of the deaf and dumb, in- 
terfperfed with feveral curious experiments up- 
on, and anecdotes of his pupils. The exami- 
nation of the icholars next followed. ‘The 
communication which has been opened to 
them in this fingular manner, is by the philofo 
phy of grammar. 

Ihe denotation of the tenfes was effected by 
appropriate figns. The hand thrown over the 
fhoulder, expreffed the pait, when extended, 
like the attitude of inviting, it denoted the fu- 
ture, and the finger inverted upon the breatt, 
indicated the prefenttenfe. A fingle fign com- 
municated a word, and frequently a fentence 
A fingular inftance of the firft occurred. A 
gentleman among? the {pectators, who appear- 
ed to be acquainted with the art of the abbe, 
was requeited to make a fign, to the pupil then 
under examination ; the moment it was made, 
the fcholar chalked upon the flate, in a fine 
fwift Mowing hand, “ une homme.” The pu- 
pilerred ; the gentleman renewed the fign ; 
when he immediately wrote, une perfonne,” 
to the aftonifhment of every perfon prefent.— 
This circumftance is a ftrong inftance of the 
powers of difcrimination, of which this curious 
communication is fufceptible. 

Some of the fpectators requelted the abbe to 
defcribe, by figns, feveral fentences which they 
repeated from memory, or read from authors, 
which were immediately underitood by the pu- 
pis and penciled upon the flate. 

The lecture and examination lafted about 
three hours. Upon the clofe of this interefting 
exhibition, a filent fympathy reigned through 
out the fpéétators. Every face beamed with 
fatisfaction. A tear was feen trembling in the 
eyes of many prefent. After a momentary 
panfe, the hall rang with acclamations. Ele. 
gant women prefled forward in the crowd, to 
prefent fome little token of their delighted feel- 
ines to the children proteéted by this inftitution. 
Tt was a {pectacle, in which genius was obferved 
afilting humanity, and nature ina fuffufion of 
gratitude, weeping over the hallowed and pro- 
Pitious endeavors of the good, the generous 
and the enlightened. 

ROBESPIERRE. 

In the valuable and curious cabinet of Mons. 
le G——, I found out, behind feveral other 
cills,a bult of Robeipierre, which was taken of 
him, a fhert period before he fell. A tyrant, 
whole offences look white, contrafted with the 
deep delinquency of the oppretlor of France, is 
Haid to be indebted more to his charaéter, than 
to nature, for the reprefentation of that de- 
jormity of perfon which appears in Shakfpeare’s 


rie 


portrait of him, when he puts this foliloquy in 
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“© T that am curtail’d of this fair proportion, 

“* Cheated of feature, by diffembling Nature, 

“ Deform’d, unfinifh’d, fent before my time, 

“© Into the breathing world, fearce half made up ; 

** And that fo lamely and unfafbionably, 

* That dogs bark at me, as I halt by them.” 
Hiftory, enraged at the review of the infatiable 
crimes of Robefpierre, has already beltowed 
upon him a fancitul phyfiognomy, which fhe 
has compofed of features which rather corref- | 
pond with the ferocity of his foul, than with 
his real countenance, 
of this buft, which is an authentic refemblance | 
of him, his face muft have been rather hand- 





fome. His features were {mall, and his coun | 
tenance mult have ftrongly exprefigd anima- | 
tion, penetration and fubtelty. ‘This buit is a 

real curiofity. Itis very likely that not anoth- 

er is now to be found. Mons. le G 1s 

permitted to preferve it, without reproach on 

account of his art. I can iafely fay, he does 

not retain it from any emotions of veneration 

for the original. It is worthy of being placed 

between the heads ot Caligula and Nero. Ve- 

ry near the relidence of Monfieur le G is 

the houfe in which Robefpierre lodged. It is 

at the end of the Rue Florentine, in the Rue St. 

Honore, at a wax chandler’s. ‘his mantis too 

much celebrated, not to render evety thing 

which relates to him curious. The front win- 

dows of his former lodgings look towards the 

Place dela Concorde. On the right of which 

minifter, the permanent guillotine, 

was quartered. Kobedpierre, who, like the re- 

volting angel, before the world’s formation, ap- 

pears to have preferred the {ceptre of Hell and 

chaos, to the allegiance of order and focial hap- 

pineis, will defcend to poiterity with no com- 
mon attributes of diltinction and pre-eminence, 

His mind was fully fuited to its labors, which, 
in their wide {phere of miichief, required more 
genius to direct them than was beitowed upon 

the worit of the tyrants of Rome, and a {pirit 
of evil which, with its. broad circumference”’ 

of guilt, was calculated to darken the diik of 
their lefs expanded enormity. 








his prime 
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M. Marechaux has invented a new and very 
fenfible ele&trometer, which he calls a micro. 
electrometer. 
about an inch and a half in diameter, and five 
or fix inches high ; in thisa piece ot leaf filver 
is fulpended from afmail pair cf aippers, capa- 
ble of being lowered or elevated. The piece’ 
that carries the nippers may lkewife be moved 
horizontally, io that the leaf may be moved 
nearer to or further from a {phere of copper, 
which is one of the poles of the inftrument. If 
a flénder giafs tube be rubbed but twice, and 
brought within feveral inches of its fummit, it 
pafles through the whole extent of its fcale. 
On account of its great fenfibility, and becaufe 
only very weak degrees of eleétricity can be 
meatfured by it, the inventor calls it a micro-elec- 
trometer. [Bof. Mag. 





Mr. Daniel Ecclefton, of Lancafter, (E.) 
has in hand a fuperb medallion of General 
Wathington. Obverfe—An elegant and very 
ftriking likenefs of General Wathington, from 
an orginal painting. Reverfe-—An American 
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one of the firft artifls in the kingdom. They 
will be {truck off in copper, and richly gilt, fo 
as to form a medallion of the firft clafs in the 
cabinets of the virtuofi. [Ibd. 





MUTABILITY OF FASHION. 

A gentleman who had been commiflioned by 
his wife to make a purchafe for her at a mil- 
liner’s, being accofted by a friend on his return; 
begged to be excufed from ftopping, as he had 
bought a bonnet for his wife and was afraid she 


From the appearance | fa/hion might change before he got home ! 


BILLETDOUX. 

“As a proof of the literary talents of fome modern 
tippies, the following Billetdoux, written by one 
of them to a young lady, is extra&ed. 

Dere infleemable Mifs, 

“‘ T beg leve that I hope for haven the hon- 
nor of ynare cumpany this evenen at the hous 
off Mifs yure prefants will give me the 
gratett plefhure, that can be immaginible on 
the fafe off this terrakkious gloab—lI {hall ever 
have the honner to be yure luvin 

“ Mifs —— “es Dicx Taim. 

Mer. Mag. 
Voltaire’s memory was exceeding bad in his 

youth ; this he correéted by working fums of 

multiplication in his head, and at lait by habit 
and practice, brought himfelf to fuch a degree 
of perfection as to work a fum of 12 figures by 

1:2. By charging the mind with little things 

at firft, and gradually enlarging them, it may 

be habftaated to fultain almoit any burden. 








ee ee 





Thofe who with to become fubfcribers for the 
Tablet can be furnifhed with all the back num- 
bers. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


If any of our cortefpondents, in this vicinity, 
are preparing effays for the Tablet, they are 
requelted to complete them before the clofe of 
the prefent week, and convey them to the 
i.aitor, 

Hermes’ lines to ¢ £ugenio’ fhall be publith- 
ed in our next number. 

S. M.’s remarks on the ‘ Influence of Preju. 
dice,’ ure judicious, inftructive and intereiting. 
We hope this writer will frequently favour us 
with the productions of his literary leifure. 

Monos’ * hint to nobody,’ fhall be given to 


2A . . 7 ee ap frre ln 
It confifis of a glais cylinder, /o7e/ody before long. 


A letter, written by a lady in the Diftrié of 
Maine, came in a late mail, and fthall occupy 
a place in fome future number of the Tablet. 
Our gratitude is due to the fair author, and 
alfo to the gentleman, who tranfmitted it to us, 
for his remarks, which accompanied the com-. 
munication. Other produétions from this 
quarter would receive cur molt refpeétful at- 
tention. 

It gives us pleafure to hear that this little 
Mifcellany finds its way into: diltant-parts of 
the country ; and it is ftill more pleafing to be 
informed that it meets the approbation of its 
molt literary and reipectable readers. We 
have lately received commendatory remarks 
from thofe, who, we think, would not * flatter 
for a {mile,’ or commend what has uo merit. 
To deferve the friendfhip of fuch characters is 
the Editor’s highett ambition. 


Errata.—In the ift page of this number, 
2d col. 2gth line from the top, for principles read 


Indian, with his bow and arrow, and an appro- prejudices. 25th line, fame col. for threads read’ 


priate lerend. 
«> 


This medallion is on a large threats.—'Thefe miftakes will be found only in 
4eale, in high relief, and the dies engraved by 


a part of this impreffion. 
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STOTT STE PENS 





ORIGINAL POETRY. 





— 


FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


TO DAMON. 


HAVE you not feen yon {pacious dome, 
Faft by Souhegan’s flow’ry fide ? 
That is fair Mira’s peaceful home ; 
There dwells our village’s native pride. 





By yonder ftream I’ve ieen her rove ; 

In concert with the feather’d choir ; 
I’ve heard, from yonder fpicy grove, 

Her voice ; ’twas {weeter than the lyre. 


O fhe is lovely as the truth, 
And gentle as the morning breeze ; 
Poffett of ev’ry charm, which youth 
And beauty could require, to pleafe. 


And yet the beauties of her mind 

Do far exceed corporeal charms ; 
Tis blifs to love her ; O I find 

Tis heav’n to fold her in my arms. 


Could you behold my charming fair, 
You’d view her with enraptur’d eyes ; 
Pll pledge my honour—you would {***r 
She was a Cherub of the fkies. 
EUGENIO. 


FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


TO SOLITUDE. 
SWEET Solitude ! to thee we owe 
The richeft blifs, which mortals know. 
While fome frequent the crowded hall, 
The gay aflembly, and the bail ; 
While fome afpire to rule the ftate, 
With hopes of high renown elate ; 
Sweet Solitude ! with thee I’ll rove, 
Through flow’ry walk, and fhady grove, 
Delightful icenes, of magic pow’rs 
To calm the foul, in lonely hours, 
Refine the paflions, and control 
The harfher feelings of the foul. 
There, feated by a murm’ring rill, 
Which flows adown the verdant hill, 
Through funny lawns, and fhady bow’rs, 
Its borders crown’d with various flow’rs, 
I fain would reft, in thought profound, 
And view the fcenes, that fmile around ; 
Or through fome lonely valley ftray, 
With verdure cloth’d, at clofe of day, 
While fhadows lengthen o’er the plains, 
And folitary filence reigns, 
Save when the bee, with mellow hum, 
Purfues its airy paflage home ; 
Or lowing kine from meads repair, 
To meet the milk-maid’s wonted care ; 
Or, when the God of day has fled, 
And reach’d his occidental bed, 
When clouds have loft their fcarlet die, 
And fober grey invefts the fky, 
Then, on the fhore of limpid lake, 
Some mofly bank, my feat I’d make, 
And on its breaft, with willows fkirted, 
View the whole hemifphere inverted, 
Which feems, as terrified, to fhake, 
As zephyrs move the lucid lake : 
And, when the glimm’ring ftars appear, 
Delighted would I fit to hear 
The flute’s fweet note, the diftant bell, 
Or plaintive ftrains of Philomel. 
Let Kings place happinefs in ftate, 





THE LITERARY TABLET. 


Knaves feek the title, brave, or great, 

The mifer hoard his paltry pelf, 

And, to be wealthy, ftarve himfelf ; 

But grant me, Solitude ! the pow’r, 

To {pend, with thee, the lonely hour, 

And view the wond’rous works of nature, 

Which fpeak aloud their great Creator. 
ALIQUIS. 








SELECTED POETRY. 





FOR THE LITERARY TABLET, 


Mr. Orranvo, 


I extract for the Tablet the following tranf- 
lation of the 42d Pfalm, by Bithop Lowth, 
which he eiteems “ one of the moft beautiful 
fpecimens of Hebrew Elegy. The extreme 
anxiety of a mind overcome by an accumula- 
tion of evils, yet in fome degree endeavouring 
to refift them, and admitting, through the dark 
cloud of affliction, a glimmering ray of hope 
and confolation, is finely depicted.” It may 
indeed be ftyled, to ufe an expreflion of Calli- 
mack, 

‘* 4 drop from Helicon, a flower 

“ Cull’d from the Mufe’s favorite bower,” 
and it affords a ftriking example of the confo- 
lations arifing from an exercile of that Faith 
and Piety fo con{picuous in the conduct of the 
Pfalmift. 7 
As pants the wearied hart for cooling fprings, 

That finks exhaufted in the fummer’s chate ; 
So pants my foul for thee, Great King of Kings ! 

So thirft to reach thy facred refting-place. 


On briny tears my famifh’d foul has fed, 
While taunting foes deride my deep defpair ; 
‘‘ Say where is now thy great Deliverer fled ? 
“ Thy mighty God—Deferted wanderer 
where ?” 


Oft dwell my thoughts on thofe thrice happy 
days, 
When to thy fane I led the jocund throng ; 
Our mirth was worfhip, all our pleafure praife, 
And feftal joys ftill clos’d with facred fong. 


Why throb my heart ? why fink my fad’ning 
foul ? 
Why droop to earth with various woes op- 
prefs’d ? 
My years fhall yet in blifsful circles roll, 
And joy be yet an inmate of this breaft. 


By Jordan’s banks with devious fteps I ftray, 
O’er Hermon’s rugged rocks, and deferts 
drear ; 
E’en there thy hand fhall guide my lonely way, 
There, thy remembrance fhall my fpirit cheer. 


In rapid floods the vernal torrents roll, 
Harfh-founding cataraéts refponfive roar ; 
Thine angry billows overwhelm my foul, 
And dath my fhatter’d bark from fhore to 
fhore. 


Yet thy foft mercies, ever in my fight, 
My heart fhall gladden through the tedious 
day ; 
And midft the dark and gloomy fhades of night, 
To thee I’ll fondly tune the grateful lay. 


Rock of my hope! Great folace of my heart! 
Why, why defert the offspring of thy care, 


While taunting foes thus point th’ invidious 
dart ? 
« Where’s now thy GOD ! abandon’d wad. 
d’rer where ?” 


Why faint my foul? why doubt Jehovah’s aid? 

Thy GOD the GOD of mercy fill thal] 
prove ! 

In his bright fane thy thanks fhall yet be paid ; 

Unquettion’d be his pity and his love, 


JUVENAL’s X SATIRE, 
Tranflated into Englith Verfe, 
BY WILLIAM GIFEORDy ESQ. 


Continued from page 16. 


One world the ambitious Youth of Pella 
found 
Too fmall ; and tofs’d his feverifh limbs around, 
And gafp’d for breath, as if confin’d the while, 
Unhappy prince, in Gyare’s rocky ifle: 
But, entering Babylon, found ample room 
Within the narrow limits of a tomb! 
Death, the great teacher, Death alone prolaims 
The true dimenfions of our puny frames. 
+ * * & & * & &  & & & 
‘* Life! length of life !”” for this, with earneft 
cries, 
Or fick or well, we fupplicate the fkies. 
Pernicious prayer ! for mark, what ills attend 
Suil on the old, as to the grave they bend: 
A ghaitly vilage to themfelves unknown, 
For afmooth fkin, a hide with feurf o’ergrown, 
And fuch a flabby cheek as an old ape, 
In Tabraca’s thick woeds, might haply fcrape. 
In youth a thoufand different features ftrike ; 
All have their charms, but have not charms 
alike : 
While age prefents one univerfal face— 
A faultering voice, a weak and trembling pace, 
An ever-dropping nofe, a forehead bare, 
And toothlefs gums to mump his wretched fare. 





The warbling quire, 

In him no fentiments of joy infpire : 

The fweeteft airs efcape him; and the lute, 

‘Lhat thrills the general ear, to him is mute, 

He fits, perhaps, too diftant: bring him near; 

Alas ! ’tis ftillthe fame: he fcarce can hear 

The deep-ton’d horn, the trumpet’s clanging 

found, 

And the loud blaft that fhakes the benches 

round. 

E’en at his ear his boy, to teil the hour, 

Or who’s arriv’d, mutt fhout with all his power. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
But grant his fenfes unimpair’d remain : 

Still woes on woes fucceed, a dreadful train ! 

He fees his fons, his daughters, all expire, 

Sees his lov’d confort on the funeral pyre, 

Sees brothers, filters, friends, to afhes turn, 

And all he jov’d, or lov’d him, in an urn, 

Lo here, the dreadful fine we ever pay, 

For life protracted to a diltant day ! 

To fee our hovfe by ficknefs, pain, purfued, 

And fcenes of death inceffantly renew’d : 

In fable weeds to watte the joylefs years, 

And drop at laft mid folitude and tears, 
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